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BOOK have retired without confessing personal defeat and yielding to
^' ^ the dominance of younger colleagues. Neither thought was com-

1885- patible with Ms nature. The Radical allies still believed at the
point we have reached that his exit was only a question of months.
His daemonic resiliency, his superhuman reserves of mental,
moral and physical vigour were to astound them all. We may
say without much excess that in his seventy-sixth year he was
only beginning.

in
At every Cabinet and in all the interim transactions, these
personal factors mingle inextricably with far-reaching issues of
world-policy. Chamberlain's attitude shows again, and more
clearly than before, how remote in temper he always was in
foreign and Imperial affairs from the school of Gladstone and
Bright or of Morley and Harcourt.
Amongst the Powers at this phase Britain's isolation was com-
plete but not splendid. Germany, France and Russia were in
tacit concert to aggravate British difficulties. The Australasian
colonies railed at Imperial weakness; the Boers, with opposite
feeling, welcomed German success. Sure of France, under the
Ministry of Jules Ferry, Bismarck used the Egyptian imbroglio
to browbeat British policy in colonial affairs and extort sulky
submissions. France, sure of Bismarck for the moment, stirred
up trouble on all hands for the Liberal Government.
When the best of our home army was locked up in the
Sudan, Russia seemed inclined to crash throxigh the frontier
claimed by Afghanistan and to seize Herat.
Not for generations had there been a predicament more galling
to British national pride. To Chamberlain the humiliation and
the helplessness were alike unendurable. He detested the dilatory
impotence of Lord Granville and Lord Derby. He stood for
energetic resistance on some questions, and for frank concession
on others.
The rumour spread at the time that the Radical leader in one
of his Palmerstonian rages was a flaming Jingo ready to defy
all challengers at once, and to plunge into a world war. There are
two dubious entries in the published part of the journal kept at